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“T he  so n  o f  

ma n  d i d  n o t  

c ome t o  b e  

s e r ved ,  bu t  

t o  se r ve ,  

a nd  t o  g i ve  

H i s  l i f e  as  

a  r an som 

f o r  man y . ”  

M a r k  1 0 : 4 5  
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The worst storm to hit 
Manila in 40 years. On 
September 26, 2009, 
sudden sheets of rain  
poured down on Metro 
Manila,  flooding the city 
with about a month’s worth 
of rain in a period of six 
hours.  Most of the city was 
submerged, hundreds of  
lives were lost, and 
thousands of homes 
severely damaged. .  In 
world news, it was known 
as Typhoon Ketsana, but 
here in The Philippines, the 
local name for this storm 
was Typhoon Ondoy.  We encourage you to visit our website to see more extensive pictures 
as well as  a day-by-day journal detailing the week that Typhoon Ondoy virtually stopped 
Manila.  Our web address is: http://www.ransomreport.com.   

 
Sean and I were out with our middle school son, Christian, 
watching him compete in a volleyball game.  When we left 
that morning, the roads were all clear and there was no sign 
of flooding anywhere.  By the time the games were over, 
though, (4 hours later?) the rain was coming down so hard 
and many roads were no longer passable due to flooding.  In 
fact, we never made it home that night.  We got  far enough 
to reach the Manalo Bridge and 
check on the friends who we 
minister to there. Here is an 
excerpt from Sean’s blog (also on 
our website): “I can still see the 
faces of our friends from the bridge 
as they huddled in the dark under a 
tarp, trying to keep the rain off of 

them. They were now on higher ground between the rail of the 
bridge and the hollow block wall of their neighbor. They had 
carried out as many of their possessions from their homes and 
piled them up under the tarp before the floodwaters swept away 
five of their homes and submerged the rest.” CLICK HERE to go 
to Sean’s blog and read the rest of the story 
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    Out of the 20 or so homes under Manalo Bridge, the typhoon 
had swept eight of them into the river.  This is not too surprising, 
as the  homes there are really make-shift houses, sheets of 
plywood pieced together with scraps of sheet metal, tarp, and 
even cardboard.   Still, each was a refuge in which  a family could  
sleep, eat, and store their few belongings in.  Homes used to 
stand to the right of the fallen tree in the photo below.  In the photo 

at right, there 
was another row 
of houses to the 
left of the one 
you see here.  
T h e y  w e r e 
stacked two 
high, between 
the ground (now 
covered with 
water) and the 
underside of the 
bridge you see 
towards the top 

of the photo. We are thankful that no one from the bridge was hurt, 
as they kept moving to higher ground when the water kept rising.   

We spent the night at a missionary guest house about 6 or 7 miles 
from our home, where we were able to use the internet to send out 
prayer requests for what was happening in Manila. Thank you to 
those who responded! T h e  e x t 

morning, the 
flood had 
r e c e d e d 
enough that 
most of the 
main roads were drivable -- or, so we thought. What 
should normally have been a 15 minute drive ended up 
being 3 hours in crawling traffic— and we hadn’t even 

gotten home yet.  We 
reached an area that was 
still too flooded to drive, so 
we parked our van and 
joined the hundreds of 
others on foot, and we 
walked through the waist-
deep water.  Yep, we really 
wanted to get home to our 
other kids.  Fortunately, our 
home is on higher ground, 
s o  eve r y t h in g  ( an d 
everyone) at home ended 
up being just fine.  We pray 
for the many others who 
weren’t as fortunate. 
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The flood resulted in a great deal of need, and God provided many 
opportunities to serve.  Countless families now needed food and clothing, 
homes needed to be 
restored, and roads 
needed clearing.  At right, 
Christian helps clean the 
mud and oil off the walls of 
a home that had been 
flooded  to the ceiling .  
Below, Kian (on the left) 
joins his missionary kid 
buddies to go clear mud off 
off a road, and many other 

k i d s  f r o m  t h e 
missionary community 
and Faith Academy 
reached out  by 
preparing food and 
d e l i v e r i n g  f r e s h 
drinking water to 
villages. 

Sean and our big boys put 
together packs of rice and 
canned goods for the 
families at the bridge.  
Then later, with the help of 
supporters, we were able 

to provide for the rebuilding 
of the homes that were lost. 

At right, our friend, Jamella with 
Sean, the day they took 5 men 
from the bridge to the hardware 
store to order the building supplies 
(See the finished photo on page 4.) 
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GMI 
13248 Roscoe Blvd  
Sun Valley, CA 91352  
Please make checks payable to 
GMI and write SEAN RANSOM in 
the memo line. 

 
      We are still 

signif icantly under-
supported. Would you 
please pray with us for 
God to build up our 
monthly support team?   
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Our training center has a 
new name. We have been 
going by The Master's 
Academy International, but 
that is actually the name of 
the association that we are 
a part of. We are joined by 
14 other training ministries, 
all with various names, but 
all are a part of the TMAI 
Association. So what is our 
off icial name? Well, 
unofficially, our name is 
The Expositor's Academy. 
The  reason  I  say 
unofficially is because our 
paper work is still in 
progress, but we hope to 
have everything completed 
soon. Our TMAI web-site is also in the works and I will announce it as soon as it is finished.  
Currently, we have three classes running: 1) Preaching I, 2) Old Testament Survey, and 3) 
Biblical Interpretation. A few more weeks and our classes will take a break till 2010. We will have 
a Christmas party at my house to celebrate a good year of teaching and preaching. Our students 
are progressing well and it is exciting to see them grow. Pray that God will continue to use me to 
impact their lives for the kingdom and that they will continue grow as His servants.. 

New Homes!  
This photo was 
taken after the 
h o m e s  w e r e 
rebuilt.  Compare 
this with Page 2’s 
top left photo.  
These homes are 
now  where  the 
fallen tree is.  

A New Name for Our Training Center:  The Expositor’s Academy  
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